
From Christmas to Hanukkah to New Year’s, cultures around the globe celebrate holidays in 
winter. This article describes just a few of the many holidays all over the world. 
 
Christmas, on December 25th, is possibly one of the most famous holidays of all time. 
Christmas, as most people know, is the day recognized as when Jesus Christ was born. But 
one of the most popular aspects of Christmas is Santa Claus, who is based on St. Nicholas, the 
man who was said to give out presents to little children. Santa Claus’s name originated from the 
original saint’s Dutch nickname, Sinter Klaas. In the 1800’s, stores began to advertise 
Christmas shopping, and in 1841, a shop in Philadelphia featured a life size Santa Claus model. 
Eventually, stores had live Santa Claus’s, and today, Santa Claus is one of the most profound 
icons of American culture. 
. 
Hanukkah, which means “dedication” in Hebrew, is a Jewish holiday that lasts for eight days, 
starting on December 24th, and ending on January 1st. It celebrates the triumph of the Jewish 
people over their Greek-Syrian oppressors in the Maccabean Revolt. It honors the rededication 
of the Second Temple of Jerusalem, which had been taken over. As soon as the Jews 
recovered their temple, they relit the ner tamid (eternal light) that burns in all Jewish temples. 
However, there was only one jar of oil, enough to last one day. The messenger who was sent to 
find more oil took eight days. Miraculously, the one jar of oil burned for the eight days it took, 
and today, Jewish families all over the world light a menorah to commemorate the miracle of 
Hanukkah. 
 
Diwali, the Festival of Lights, is usually in October. It is mainly celebrated in India, where the 
calendar is lunar, so the date varies. Diwali (also known as Deepawali) gets its name from the 
Hindi for row(avali) of lamps(deepa), which commemorates the row of lamps lit outside homes in 
India to symbolize inner light that protects us from spiritual darkness. Other ways people 
celebrate Diwali are to light candles in their house, decorate their front door, and to light off 
fireworks. 
 
Holidays Celebrated Around the World: 

● St. Lucia Day (Sweden) 
● Kwanzaa (Africa) 
● Chinese New Year (China) 
● El Dia de Los Reyes (Spain) 
● Omisoka (Japan) 
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